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Urban Design Study for the
New Central Harbourfront

Background of the Study
In August 2005, the Board requested the Planning

Department (PlanD) to refine the existing urban
design framework for the new Central harbourfront
and prepare planning and design briefs to guide the
future development of the key sites, after considering
several rezoning requests and reaffirming the land use

framework of the Outline Zoning Plans (OZPs).

PlanD submitted a study outline to the Board for
consideration in July 2006 and commissioned a
consultancy study, namely the Urban Design Study for
the New Central Harbourfront (the Study) in March
2007.
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Study Area and Key Sites

The new Central harbourfront stretches from the
Central Piers to the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre (HKCEC) Extension on the northern
shore of Hong Kong. Eight key sites are identified within
the Study area.

Urban Design Vision

To create a Vibrant, Green and Accessible New
Central Harbourfront that is symbolic of Hong Kong

and that we are all proud of.
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Public Engagement

Public engagement had been an integral part of the
study process. An open, transparent and collaborative
public engagement process was adopted in two stages

to widely canvass views of the community.

Stage 1 (May to September 2007)
The focus was mainly on the general principles,
including the urban design objectives, urban design

issues and sustainable design assessment framework.

Stage 2 (April to August 2008)
The focus was on the refined urban design framework

and the alternative design concepts for the key sites.
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Stage 1 Public Engagement
% F*a£““ﬁ*~£5i ‘EE:B%EAQ}E"; !

R EAFEE Public Engagement Process

ZIEAUNARS B EIBESERE) The extensive public engagement programme
S NERE - (CERE E=E Ty comprised a wide range of activities including public

[ 5 18 I fms A KR M =65 o) AR 280 T 3 O RS _ i : .
community forum, and briefing sessions to public

L AELERARE S Sf-BEAE 44 advisory bodies. Public views were collected via
MEHRRESEHEMER  WHN_FZF  comment cards, interviews, telephone polls and written

+ERBR-EE\ENAEREASS submissions. Advice was sought from the Board at the

exhibitions, roving exhibitions, focus group workshops,

two stages of public engagement in May 2007 and April
2008.
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PNRBEDEE) Public Engagement Activities
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Taken into account the public views received in the
Stage 2 Public Engagement and the recommendations
of the Task Group on Urban Design Study under the
former Harbour-front Enhancement Committee (HEC),
the planning and urban design proposals as well as
the master layout plan (MLP) for the new Central
harbourfront were revised in November 2009. On 13
November 2009, the Board was briefed on the result
of the Stage 2 Public Engagement and the revised
design concepts and proposals for the key sites as well
as the revised MLP. The Board generally acknowledged
the improvements made to the proposals for the new
Central harbourfront, and provided further views on

urban design principles and refined design concepts for

specific sites.
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Refined Urban Design Framework

The urban design framework was prepared with due
regard to the Vision Statement for Victoria Harbour
of the Board, the Harbour Planning Principles and
Guidelines promulgated by the former HEC, the Urban
Design Guidelines in the Hong Kong Planning Standards
and Guidelines (HKPSG) and other relevant studies. It
was refined to incorporate the public aspirations and

views received during the study process.

The refined urban design framework was developed
on the basis of six urban design emphases, with the
objectives of enhancing the vibrancy and connectivity
of the harbourfront, so as to increase its attractiveness

for public enjoyment.

* Creating Diversity and Vibrancy

* Development Intensity in harmony with
harbourfront

* Respecting the Natural Context and Existing
Urban Fabric

* Improving Pedestrian Connectivity
* Respecting Cultural Heritage

* Promoting Sustainable Design and Greening
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Visual Corridors

'_ Six visual corridors are identified in the
' New Central Harbourfront to give visual
B permeability through the provision of
greening and spaces between buildings,
\ and to reinforce the visual linkages with
the harbour.
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Height Profile

Stepped height profile with building heights descending towardss the harbour to allow better

visual permeability and integration with the ridgeline and harbourfront setting.
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Pedestrian Connectivity

A comprehensive multi level (underground, at grade, elevated) pedestrian network is proposed

to bring people to the harbourfront from different parts of the hinterland.

FTA BAE48  Pedestrian Network
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The Master Layout Plan (MLP) consolidates the

design concepts for the key sites in the new Central
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harbourfront, which is built upon the waterfront

promenade and four principle design corridors.

Principal Design Corridors

Waterfront Promenade

Waterfront Promenade will provide a continuous
harbourfront public space forming a green
unitying edge of the harbour. It will be the major
east west pedestrian link along the northern shore
of Hong Kong Island and will project an overall
identity as the city’s green oasis with anchoring
nodal attractions at selected locations to provide

different harbourfront experiences.

Statue Square Corridor

The Statue Square Corridor is a major open
space and north south pedestrian link extending
from the Statue Square to the harbourfront.
/t comprises a Historic Corridor and an Open
Space Corridor. Both at grade open space and
elevated landscaped deck are provided to form an

unimpeded pedestrian access to the harbourfront.

Civic Corridor

The Civic Corridor embraces the Central
Government Complex, the Legislative Council
Complex, and a large public landscaped open
space under the ‘Green Carpet’ concept at Tamar,
which will be a distinctive civic core connecting to

the Waterfront Promenade.
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Arts and Cultural Precinct

The Arts and Cultural Precinct will become an
arts and cultural destination by the harbour. The
HKAPA, the Hong Kong Arts Centre and their

future extensions will be the focus of this precinct.

Plerside Corridor

Pierside Corridor connects all ten Central
Piers. There will be a large landscaped deck
between Piers 4 to 6 and IFC providing spacious

public open space and enhancing pedestrian

connectivity.

B LRI T 25T AA  Refined Urban Design Framework
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Planning and Urban Design Concepts
for the Key Sites

The revised planning and urban design proposals for
the key sites are summarized as follows :

Sites 1 and 2 (North of IFC Il)

In view of the public aspirations for the harbour, the
planning and design concept for the sites have been
revised. Instead of hotel and office uses, the sites are
to be developed into a distinctive waterfront civic node
and a “mixed-use” urban precinct featuring low-rise
structures for exhibition, retail, entertainment, civic
and community uses for public enjoyment. A large
landscaped deck will connect the CBD to the new
harbourfront providing about 1.7ha of public open
space. One and a half additional commercial floors
for dining, retail and other waterfront related uses
are proposed above the Central Piers 4 to 6 to add

vibrancy.

M2 —3E R SRR X R AT IA R F

A new civic node and extensive landscaped deck at Sites 1 and 2
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Site 3 (North of Statue Square)

The Site will accommodate a comprehensive retail and
office development comprising several low to medium-
rise building blocks with heights descending towards
the harbourfront to meet public aspirations for reduced
development intensity and building bulk. A large
landscaped deck as preferred by the public is proposed
to serve as an uninterrupted open space and pedestrian
link from Statue Square to the harbour, while at-grade
open space proposed to the east of the deck is to
create a green ground level access. The old Star Ferry
Clock Tower will be reconstructed at its original location
with a new gallery to exhibit the salvaged items of the

old Star Ferry Pier.
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Office and retail development with

landscaped deck and at-grade open space
at Site 3
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Pusgea ( KE= L) Site 4 (North of City Hall)

SR BN AR S E SRy g Site 4 is planned for waterfront-related commercial

TR BT/ i IR BB Ty [ and leisure uses Wltl"\ possible uses such as eating
place, place of entertainment, shops, etc. The theme of

WEMT - ZA L DeEES, RmEE ‘Harbour Place’ has been adopted for the Site to add

EDISEEENENNESL - EFEE  vibrancy and diversity at the waterfront. Small-scale

=g E sy KBRSy E 2y and separated low-rise building blocks surrounded by a

- . " R series of open courtyard spaces are proposed to create
B RERT IRERZE A LUE B P IN P INE . ) .
an intimate environment for outdoor and semi-outdoor

Eb%%_'fqﬁ}\ﬂf‘]%iﬁ ° activities.

e+t 27 &
Mz OY33E b 3 B (e T 22 BT B B SR )

Low-rise building blocks with courtyard spaces at Site 4
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At (PIEXELE) Site 5 (North of CITIC Tower)
o 278 S T O B (U A 2SR S Office and hotel uses are recommended for Site 5 to

e reinforce the increasing prominence of Wan Chai North

TEFEDASE: REMARRIUEER  petween the adjacent developments and the waterfront

R ERVEE ; ISR EZET R XYt promenade, and to add vibrancy to the adjoining Arts
BHES o and Cultural Precinct.

as an extension to the CBD, to enhance connectivity
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Office and hotel development at Site 5
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N (BB SR OHTETE ) Site 6 (West of HKCEC Extension)
AT 5 F Hh— S - 5 B S FRIE S 58 F Hh fE Same as Site 4, Site 6 is planned for small-scale
o waterfront-related commercial and leisure uses with
EURE BB/ AR R LRERR 5 .
alfresco dining and restaurants close to the waterfront.
RN RABEAERNRE & Separate low-rise building blocks under the theme of
LI TBRES, BEBE FEBIAE  ‘Marine Place’ are proposed with boardwalks, outdoor
BIESAY) WIS HAIR B~ B4 ek iz seating and outdoor performance to complement the
o, nearby arts and cultural venues.
B SNEREIBHY A ML 27 g
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£
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Small building blocks for waterfront-related commercial and leisure uses at Site 6
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Site 7 (Waterfront Promenade)

The Waterfront Promenade will provide about 10ha of
harbourside public open space along the new Central
harbourfront. It should project an overall identity as
the city’s green oasis with anchoring nodal attractions
such as Ferry Plaza, Waterfront Event Plaza, Marine
Place Boardwalk, waterfront alfresco dining facilities,
etc. at selected locations for public enjoyment. The
waterfront promenade will also serve as a major east-
west pedestrian link along the northern shore of Hong
Kong Island. A cycle track will be provided for leisure
and recreational purposes. The waterfront promenade
will be designed to integrate with the PLA berth and

other utility building structures in a coherent manner.

ﬁ/ﬂtﬁﬁfﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ

Waterfront Promenade at Site 7
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St ( BAHZ /055 ) Site 8 (Reassembly of Queen’s Pier)
£ SRR TR e A IR A SR A S B o Queen’s Pier will be reassembled between Central

_ . Piers 9 and 10 to revive its pier function. To achieve a
B DIRE EASEEIhEE « RO raT — 3 . . .
coherent design, the exterior of Central Piers 9 and 10

IRV B SRR BRRO SN A TR L will be renovated to blend in with the architectural style
2 LIRS 2 AIEERESLRER - of Queen’s Pier.

7/ e B 2 e R

Reassembly of Queen’s Pier at Site 8
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Way Forward

The Study was completed in March 2011. Planning and
design briefs for the key sites were prepared to guide
the detailed planning and design of the sites and to
facilitate preparation of submission to the Board for
comprehensive development, if applicable. To tally
with the recommendations of the MLP as set out in this
Study, appropriate amendments to the respective OZPs

will be required.



