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Abstract of Talk

Regenerate rivers or water discharge channels inside congested built-up
area is a hot topic world-wide. After long years of development in such
urban environment, rivers or water channels, almost without exception, are
getting heavily polluted and deteriorated both in water quality, visual
appearance and disrupting seriously the urban fabric of the city. This
obviously becomes a scar in a modern city.

In view of this, many governments are trying great efforts to improve the
situation for “rivers” in a very poor condition. The technicality and
involvement of works are a challenging task for such projects. It involves
many complex issues, such as how to arrive at a perfect planning and
integrate it into the existing urban fabric, to stop the continual flowing-in of
pollutants, carry out the decontamination process, diversion of existing
facilities and relocation of inhabitants being interrupted. Finally, it comes the
carrying out of the regeneration work majority of which are of civil
engineering nature.

In this seminar the Speaker present some representative project cases both
in Hong Kong (Kai Tak River) and mainland China that he followed and
studied during the last 15 years and show actions in regenerating these
“rivers”. The upgrading of the urban environment will also be highlighted.

River can be:

* Natural rivers
* Rivers being urbanized and run inside inhabited zones
e.g. Shanghai — Whaopu River, Guangzhou — Pearl River
Bangkok — Chao Phraya River,
Ho Chi Minh City — Saigon River
Paris — Seine River, London — River Thames
* Urban channel/nullah

* Canel and waterway

Basic steps to clean up an urbanized river with
heavy human-impacts:

e Divert the flowing-in of polluted water (new drain to
replace the old system, treatment plant)

* Cleanse up the river
- vacate/clear up the nearby structures (illegal,
unauthorized, polluting or un-appropriate facilities)
- cleansing up the river-bed
- improve the water quality by draining-in of
treated/cleaner water from other fresh sources.

* Upgrade the nearby environment

- provision of green and landscaping space
- seam the river vicinity into the urban fabric
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Green strip/promenade

Selected along the Beijing City
Representing Cases Defense River
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Green belt on the banks of
Pearl River

‘ Green zone for the Guangzhou
Convention and Exhibition Centre
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Power supply and
rail-system control
unit for operation
the light rail




Close-up of the
train wagon

Factory to be revitalized
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Green strip on the other side (north bank) of Pearl River

Factory facilities to be retai
to become a cultural and re




'@"d reconditioning of a nearby
ver stream, the Liede River

Guangzhou New City Axis




The southern end of the new GZ city axis

The northern end of the new GZ city axis

Guangzhou East

Station and the Station
Square, the northern

tip of the new

Guangzhou city axis
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Cleaning and reconditioning of
the polluted stream systems in
the old districts of Guangzhou
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The case for the Tianjin River
Promenade
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Green strip along the
Xian City Defense River
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Urban Spaces sub-divided by
Highways/Railway




CRCHCT

f

=

i 2
i
=




PEHIRET kb B R, [ By
My =, DLER AT,
RECAT A A E L T




