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Some background about Hong Kong’s infrastructure 
development since 1950s

1950 -1965 Recovery about WW2

1st generation of public houses (resettlement estates), 
basic road network enhancement, development of satellite 
towns (Tsuen Wan, Kwun Tong, Chaiwan)

1970 -1980 Uplifting ground work to meet modern needs

target at international finance centre, container port,        
1st generation of highway and railway (MTR) network, 
large scale public housing

1990 - 2005 Kicking off large scale strategic developments

new airport and the associated projects, implementation of 
strategic railway and highway development scheme, other 
strategic project including Cyberport, Disney Theme Park, 
port development, land formation projects etc. 



Formation of the Shatin New Town in the late 1970s



Formation of the Shatin New Town in the late 1970s



Shatin in 2000



Formation of Tuen Mun New Town in the early 1980s
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The 10 major infrastructure projects

Transportation Infrastructure
1. West Island Line and South Island Line
2. Sha Tin to Central Link
3. Tuen Mun Western Bypass & Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link

Cross-boundary Infrastructure Projects
4. Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link 
5. HK-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge
6. HK-Shenzhen Airport Co-operation
7. HK-Shenzhen Joint Development of Lok Ma Chau Loop

New Urban Development Areas
8. West Kowloon Cultural District
9. Kai Tak Development Plan
10. New Development Areas



Transportation Infrastructure
Other than the coming projects as targeted in the 2007 
Policy Address, a significant number of highway and railway 
projects were completed in the 2000s. These included the 
Route 8,  Route 5, Castle Peak Road Extension, Deep Bay 
Link, the Shenzhen-Hong Kong Western Corridor, and other 
large-scale road improvement projects.

Railway projects being completed during the period include 
the West Rail, Tseung Kwan O Extension Line, Ma On Shan 
Line, East Rail Extension Line,    Lok Ma Chau Line and the 
Kowloon Southern Link.

In the following slides it gives a brief review of the 
infrastructure projects being completed before the 
announcing of the recent 10 Major Infrastructure projects in 
2007.



10 Airport Core Projects in 1990s for the construction of the 
new airport at Chek Lap Kok



Construction of new airport at Chek Lap Lok



Construction of the 
Chek Lap Lok airport



Construction of the Chek Lap Lok airport



Development of 
North Lantau



Tsing Ma Bridge as a 
major part of the Airport 

Core Project



The Ma Wan Viaduct – the linking section between the 
Tsing Ma and Kap Shui Mun Bridge



Central Reclamation in 1995



Central-Wanchai
Reclamation in 2010

In fact, reclamation activities 
in Victoria Harbour almost 
without stop even after the 
1990s. The few slides that 
followed show some of the 
reclamations forming part of 
Hong Kong’s recent 
infrastructure developments



Central-Wanchai Reclamation in 2010



Central-Wanchai Development as part of the      
advance works for the Central-Wanchai Bypass (2012)



Central-Wanchai Development as part of the      
advance works for the Central-Wanchai Bypass (2012)



Central-Wanchai Development as 
part of the advance works for the 
Central-Wanchai Bypass (2012)



Construction 
of West Rail



Construction of West Rail



Construction of West Rail



Container Terminal No 7 and 8 completed for operation in late 1990s 
(photo taken in mid 2007) 



Construction of Container Terminal 9



Route 8 from Shatin to Tsing Yi





The Stonecutters Bridge and the approach linkages for Route 8 at Lai Chi Kok











Kowloon Southern Link jointing the East and the West Rail





The 10 Major Infrastructure Projects

-Transportation Infrastructure 



South Island Line

Population including Southern and Western HK is about 0.32m. 
There is a strong demand to provide a new metro line to serve 
the District. 

The Executive Council has given the approval to the MTR 
Corporation Limited for the construction of the South Island Line. 
Construction of the 7 Km rail line will start in 2011 and cost more 
than $7 billion. 

Other data regarding Western Island Line:
Obtain approval from government – October 2007

Expect time to obtain the final authorization under Railway Ordinance and other 
legislation procedure – early 2010

Commence detail design – 2009-2011

Commencement of construction – 2010

Completion for operation – late 2014



MTR West Island Line and South Island Line 

(2005 proposal with Happy Valley Station)
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Approx. alignment of elevated rail track at Wong Chuk Hang

Wong Chuk Hang Station

Wong Chuk Hang Depot

Tunnel section from Admiralty 

Wong Chuk Hang Station 
and Depot

Ocean Park Station

Heading to new      
Ap Lei Chau Bridge



Alignment of South Island Line at Wong Chuk Hang 













金鐘站



Urban environment of 
HK Southern district

Cyperport

Aberdeen and Ap Lei Chau





Tunnel portal underneath 
Nam Fung Road



Forming the tunnel 
using drill-and-blast

Original slope profile

Nam Fund Road
Existing building 

Nam Fund Path

Aberdeen Tunnel 
Approach Road

Formation of the tunnel portal underneath Nam Fung Road 
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The forming of a tunnel portal as an advance work for large-size tunnel is often 
overlooked by outsiders. It may involves million cubic metre of cutting and slope 
stabilization works. Without which, the carrying out of the tunneling works no matter using 
what method, can hardly proceed.

This photo shows the formation of tunnel portal for the Nam Wan Tunnel of Route 8



The formation of tunnel portal for the Nam Wan Tunnel



Formation of tunnel portal for 
Tai Lam Tunnel of Route 3, 
Ting Kau



Formation of tunnel portal for           
Tai Lam Tunnel (TW side), West Rail


