
Manchester, 

Highlight of the city heritage and 
representative revitalized cases

Manchester began expanding "at an astonishing rate" around the turn of 
the 19th century as part of a process of unplanned urbanization brought 
on by a boom in textile manufacture during the Industrial Resolution 
(1760-1840). The transformation took little more than a century.

The history of Manchester can date back to the Roman period. 
Manchester created quite a number of milestone record for Britain. 
Such as:

- Developed the first canel linking Manchester with Liverpool (1760).

- Developed a national-wide canel network to all parts of England (1780)

- First place on earth to use steam engine to drive textile machine (1780).

- Start operating the world's first passenger railway line (1830). 

- Connected Manchester with London by rail (1838).

- Well developed financial service network including banking and 
insurance to support its manufacturing and trading.

- Strong engineering-based industry covering machine making and R&D.



These milestone developments were important 
for Manchester, together with the natural 
resource nearby in particularly coal and iron 
ore, wool and cotton, had driven Manchester 
into an industry city and finally triggered the 
raise of the Industrial Revolution and the out-
going of British for trade export (followed by 
colonization). During the early 19thC onward, 
Manchester became one of the major 
manufacturing and world-export centre until 
early 20thC.

Greater Manchester is a metropolitan county in North West England, 
with a population of 2.6 million. It encompasses one of the largest 
metropolitan areas in the United Kingdom and comprises ten 
metropolitan including Bolton, Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Stockport, 
Tameside, Trafford, Wigan and the cities of Manchester and Salford. 
Greater Manchester was created on 1 April 1974 as a result of the 
Local Government Act.
Greater Manchester spans an area about  1,280 km2. There is a mix 
of high-density urban areas, suburbs, semi-rural and rural locations in 
Greater Manchester. It has a focused central business district, 
formed by Manchester city centre and the adjoining parts of 
Salford and Trafford. Greater Manchester is also a polycentric county 
with ten metropolitan districts, each has its major town centre and 
outlying suburbs. The Greater Manchester Urban Area is the 3rd most 
populous conurbation in UK.
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Map of UK showing the railway lines

How canel and train was so important 
to UK and the industrial revolution







Canel in 
Birmingham 





Llangollen Canel
in Middlewich













A general view of the cityscape 

A general view of the cityscape 

Satellite map of the great Manchester



The city centre as seen from the tallest 
building in Manchester, the Hilton Hotel





General streetscape 
inside the city centre



General 
Streetscape



As an old industrial city 
triggering the start of the 
Industrial Revolution, 
Manchester preserved quite 
a number of old factory 
buildings, warehouses, old 
railway lines and canels 
which become an important 
heritage to this city.







Condition of some of the buildings 
awaiting for their destiny –
renovation, revitalization or demolition





The modern side 
of Manchester



Modern buildings in the city centre – The Urbis Centre, a museum about modern life

Manchester Civil Justice Centre
An international competition-winning 
design for the headquarters of the 
Ministry of Justice



Modern buildings in the newly 
developed financial zone 
known as the Spinningfields







Interior views of the Triangle 
Shopping Centre



The newly revitalized district –
the Quay area in Salford

Classical building with             
eye-catching architecture features

The Quay area, where 
previous dockyard, ware 
houses and machinery 
workshop located



Classical building with             
eye-catching architecture features

New commercial district 

The Lowry Centre, 
located with convention, 
community and 
shopping facilities

Residential zone

Residential zone

The Lowry Centre at twilight



Classical building with             
eye-catching architecture features

Classical building with             
eye-catching architecture features

The newly developed zone 
in the Quay area



The promenade 
along the previous 
quay with the newly 
development town 
houses alongside.



New town 
houses inside 
the old quay 
area

Classical buildings in 
Manchester with eye-catching 

architecture features

















The Manchester Cathedral 





Elegant town houses



Elegant town houses







Typical city 
environment during 
the industrial 
revolution period



Revitalizing previous 
workshops and warehouses 
into a residential estate –
the St. George Island

St George Gate 
in 2000



St George Gate 
in 2003

St George Gate 
in 2005



St George Gate 
in 200

The nearby environment of St Georgia Island



The newly developed residential estate, the “St Georgia Gate”



The newly developed residential estate, 
the “St Georgia Gate”



Castlefield, one of the largest
conservation areas in Manchester city centre 

Castlefield was a transportation logistic point of Manchester 
during the entire 19th Century where railway, canel and 
other manufacturing supporting and cargo handling facilities 
situated. The area fell into a  dilapidated state since early 
1900s due to the downturn of the manufacturing industry. 
The area was upgraded and revitalized in early 2000s and 
now become a pedestrian area that links to the town centre 
nearby with limited commercial and tourist provisions. 

An overview of the 
Castlefield area











Castlefield at night



Canel and bridges, 
forming part of the 
Manchester’s cityscape

















City Heritage 

A restaurant and bar house 
on the bank of the Quay

A restaurant and bar house constructed in 1960s with annex 
structure seated on the base of old canal facility.





The interior of the restaurant/bar house with 
simple and classical English-style decoration.



Representative buildings 
with high heritage and 
architectural value



Manchester 
Town Hall





The Town Hall Interior

The Midland Hotel





The Palace Hotel



The main lobby of Palace Hotel



The Palace Hotel is famous in the use of large amount 
of ceramic tiles both for her interior and exterior finishes.





The Britannia Hotel

Classical look of the hotel interior



Classical restaurants with modest decoration most 
of which can be dated back to the pre-war period



Classical restaurants and the interiors





Upgrading/Renovating a 
historic building with rich 
heritage elements



Renovating a 
historic building 

with rich heritage 
elements

The Museum of Science and Industry, converted from the original termini of the 
Liverpool-Manchester Railway, the  first passenger railway (1835) in world history.



The museum interior with 
emphasis on the cast-iron 
roof truss system



Detail-look of the roof truss 
and structural frame 





Similar structure using cast iron 
elements in Singapore



Another eye-catching building 
conversion case, the upgrading and 
refurnishing of an old building using as 
a publication and printing workshop 

(in Chester Road, the front and rear 
facade)

Building/exterior details after conversion



Buildings with high potential for 
conversion into modern uses

The City Council of Manchester has strict control over areas 
with special historic or architectural qualities. Most notables are 
control over the demolition of certain buildings and a reduction 
in the size of extensions that can be built without requiring 
planning permission. 

Other extra controls also applied relate to any works to trees 
and the placement of satellite dishes. These areas have been 
designated by the local planning authority after a process of 
consultation with local residents. Planning proposals that would 
have an impact on conservation areas need to show that they 
will maintain or enhance these areas. 

Buildings are listed by the Department of Culture, Media 
and Sport (DCMS) for their special architectural or 
historic interest. Manchester also has a number of 
Ancient Monuments and Listed Parks and Gardens.

Buildings that qualify for listing are:

• All buildings before 1700 which survive in anything like 
their original condition

• Most buildings between 1700 and 1840, though 
selection is necessary

• Buildings between 1840 and 1914 of definite quality 
and character (including principal works of principal 
architects)

• Important post-war buildings more than thirty years old 
and selected buildings of high quality between 1914 
and 1939.



Buildings are classified in grades to show their relative 
importance:

• Grade I - buildings of exceptional interest

• Grade II* - particularly important buildings of more 
than special interest

• Grade II - buildings of special interest warranting 
preservation

The majority of listed buildings in Manchester are dated 
from the Victorian and Edwardian periods at the time 
of the city's rapid expansion. 

Once a building is listed it becomes subject to special 
planning controls. Consent has to be obtained for any 
alterations and demolitions for buildings within the list. 
These works may be either internal or external works 
and extend from the smallest project to wholesale 
demolition. 

End of photo tour 
of Manchester


